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Univ. of Penn. Professor charged in Philadelphia with receipt of child porn 
 

PHILADELPHIA – United States Attorney Pat Meehan today announced the filing of a criminal complaint 
charging Lawrence Scott Ward with receipt of child pornography at his office at the University of 
Pennsylvania. 
 
According to the affidavit, two computers and several CDs and DVDs were seized at Ward’s University of 
Pennsylvania office at 3730 Walnut Street on August 31. On one CD, investigators discovered more than 80 
still images, many of which showed a person believed to be Ward and a boy between the ages of 14 and 15 
engaged in explicit sexual activity. 
 
Also seized was a FedEx box Ward had sent to himself which included six DVDs. They contain video 
showing Ward and the same boy engaged in explicit sexual activity. 
 
“According to the complaint, this defendant exploited and manipulated a child in unimaginable ways,” said 
Meehan. “When someone participates in or receives child pornography, they are inflicting injury on a child 
that will last a lifetime. It’s our responsibility to pursue these predators, even if they leave the country, and 
hold them accountable.” 
 
If convicted, the defendant faces a maximum possible sentence of 20 years with a mandatory minimum 
sentence of 5 years. 
 
The case was investigated by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and has been assigned to 
Assistant U.S. Attorney Michael L. Levy. In conducting this investigation, the government has had the full 
cooperation of the University of Pennsylvania. The investigation is ongoing. 
 

# ICE # 

U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) was established in March 2003 as the largest investigative 
arm of the Department of Homeland Security. ICE is comprised of four integrated divisions that form a 21st 

century law enforcement agency with broad responsibilities for a number of key homeland security priorities. 


